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sharp end outside, but she enioys regaling

her book club (and life coach, and thera-

pist, and Pilates instructor) with stories of 
I

"epic" 3O-foot topropes. Ask her how she 
I

got started climbing, and she'Il probably r

say, "Well, they had this rock wall on the I

cruise ship. ..." That silly "double-back 
I

your harness" thing routjnely baffles her,

and she belays like she iust found a red 
'

sock mixed in with the whites. Still, she's

core - she participates in an extreme sport, 
]

and that makes her the raciest mom in Los

Ranchos Estates.

NUISANCE FACTOR:

3 out of 10

sURVIVAL TIP:

Compliment her on her chic apparel, and then

ask if she has a daughter of legal age. Away 
I

from the prying eyes of strangers, hit her up 
i

for some tips io improve your hip, thigh' and

groin flexibility.

Grumpy Old lvlen

looking like that.
NUISANCE FACTOR:

4 out of 10

SURVIVAL TIP:

possess the acumen to Place it.

a String Cheese Incident show.. in August'

He wears shoes only when he climbs and

regularly waxes poetic on his holy trinity:
Lisa Rands, Yoo-hoo, and splitter cracks. He

is a kindhearted buffoon, and you can't help

but love him. Still, fearing for his safety, you

wish he'd give up on the slackline.'Winston,

like Jdegermeister, is a spirit best enjoyed

in moderation.

NUISANCE FACTOR:

2 out of 10

SURVIVAI. TIP;

Make a note of where the gym's fans are and

always climb upwind. Avoid Winston's baked

goods as well... unless Netflix just delivered

and you've got nothing to do for ihe next

eight hours.

Lunchtime turkers
I Hrcn ENoucH on the corporate food chain

that their four-hour lunches go unremarked,

I th.r. fixtures are often fit, motivated profes-

sionals: doctors. entrepreneurs' magazine

I -oon, of Planet Czulu (Galaxy Xanthor)

I to harvest human DNA from the climbing

' holds. and rhen beam our souls into blackest

r space via CrackBerry deathwave.

I against an alien invasion is to become an

, alien yourself.

Michael Kennard liues in Tempe, Arizona, a

city known for its mild (read: no-rock-gym-

reqwired) winters. He clitnbs exclusiuely
t, with Gingers.

TnessousrvDINosAURSREMEMBERwHrN j editors [Editor's No/e: Nol/], etc. !(hert

hemp ropes and back belays were de rigueur. they're not whipping laps on climbs they've

Spide.*ebs cf pixie-stick uein. -raftheir I wired ruthlessly, they're off under the shad-

sinewy cal'ves, their vice-like grips could owy overhangs, firing up another rock in the

shame an orangutan, and they haven't had I CrackBerr5 ogling Yoga Moms' or assessing

flappers since the days of Lycra. While you the climbing skills of fellow Lurkers.'Sfhile

prize their John'Wayne toughness and har- | you don't envy their manic schedules, which

bor the utmost respect for their skills, you I allow only one "opportunity space" per

can't get over their appearance, of more "quarter" to "synergize" with real rock, you

appropriateiy, their lack of concern with it. i see them so often you've begun to wonder

C*-p., clmon - pulled-up, ugly black I if tn.y aren't actually trust-funders, drug

tights, tube socks, and high-topped lace- j dealers,ioblessloiterers..' ordemonic,can-

ups? you wouldn't step onto a bocce court nibal space aliens sent from the antimatter

Not il but when they trap you in small talk, I }tulsaNcE FACTOR:

embellish tales of harrowing climbs and neuer j 3 out of t0

admit ihat you're mainly a clip-n-go climber SURVIVAL TIP:

who doesn,t own a single Tricam, much less As Hollywood has taught us, the best defense

Winston,_the. NaPPY-
hecded Rqsta
Prcpnu's LoNG-Losr sroNER cousIN wan-

ders aimlessly about the gym, trailing a rich

bouquet of patchouli and da dank. The

scent triggers memories of the lot scene at
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